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Operation ForumTroll is a high-risk, Russia-aligned threat actor active
since 2020, conducting espionage, disinformation, and phishing against
activists, NGOs, journalists, and government-adjacent targets, mainly in
Ukraine and Eastern Europe.

: Pro-Russian aligned influence and espionage operator.
: 2020.
: ForumTroll.

: Social infiltration, intelligence gathering, credential theft, narrative manipulation.

- Infiltration of online forums, activist groups, and social networks

- Persona-based trust-building to gain access to private discussions

- Delivery of malicious links or files through direct messages

- Phishing campaigns using fake login pages for email, chat, and cloud platforms

- Continued presence through multiple long-term personas
- Compromised accounts used as persistence anchors
- Cloud session token theft enabling long-lived access without repeated logins

- Disposable cloud servers for staging and communication
- Dynamic DNS and shared hosting for quick rotation
- Encrypted HTTPS-based channels blending with normal traffic

- Lightweight backdoors delivered only to high-value targets

- Credential stealers focused on messaging apps and cloud accounts
- Recon scripts collecting chat history, documents, and user profiles
- Custom phishing kits tailored for community platforms

- Coordinated troll activity to influence narrative discussions

- Social graph mapping to identify key influencers and connections
- Deception-driven intelligence collection

- Covert data exfiltration through cloud channels

- Activist and volunteer groups

- Public administration-adjacent communities

- Policy research organizations and think tanks

- Journalists and media figures covering security topics
- NGOs with political or humanitarian roles

- Primarily Ukraine and Eastern Europe
- Occasional expansion to organizations tied to regional policy and defense

: High
: 2024-2025 credential theft, influence campaigns, and community infiltration operations.

: Increasingly mature personas, improved phishing infrastructure, enhanced OPSEC, broader targeting of
online ecosystems.

2020-2021: Establishment of troll personas inside activist forums.
2022: Coordinated influence messaging aligned with regional conflict
narratives.
2023: Credential harvesting efforts targeting volunteer logistics
groups.

2024: Disinformation amplification in political communities.

2025: Cloud-token theft operations and intelligence collection against
NGOs and government-linked networks.



